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argument, the retort courteous or other-
wise, the wrangles and debates of popular
assemblies. They repose like gods in
splendid isolation. Their subjects know
them to be possessed from a hundred
official sources of knowledge from which
they themselves are debarred. They know
them to deal habitually with questions of
State, with vast problems involving the
destinies and welfare of millions of human
beings. Because of their aloofness they,
not unnaturally, picture them as supermen
viewing from their high places the worka-
day world with the impartial scrutiny of
Olympian gods. Because of their in-
formed knowledge they assume them to be
all-wise and all-prescient in their diag-
nosis of the ills and wants of the common
people. And from their constant pre-
occupation with the high matters of State,
they infer in them an expert skill to
steer safely the ship of State through1
troubled waters into the haven of their
desire. Excluded themselves from all
share iix the government, the proletariat
looks up with awe and veneration to the